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PROCEEDI NGS

CHAI RMAN HONI GBERG. Al |l ri ght.
W're here this afternoon in Docket DE 16-614,
which is the residential bul k-fed wood pel | et
and furnace and boiler incentive program This
Is a public comrent hearing on proposed program
nodi fi cati ons and formal program adoption. |
know Staff i1ssued a recommendati on regardi ng
this programon May 27th of 2016. W schedul ed
this hearing to receive public comment on that.
We have a few peopl e who have signed up to
speak.

Woul d soneone from Staff like to

set the scene for us beyond that? M. Wesner?

MR WESNER | mght just briefly
hit the high points of Staff's recomendati on
and the proposed nodifications to the program
The primary driver is what we have
characterized as a "tenporary” increase in the
I ncentive level to reflect current narket
conditions. W' ve seen a precipitous drop-off
in the nunber of installations and rebate
applications here for this program |argely due

tolowoil prices. It's nmuch harder to sel
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t hese systens when the conpetition | ooks as
good as it does, when the oil prices are | ow.
There's sone expectation this may only be a
tenporary effect, and so we have characterized
t he proposed increase, which is going from

30 percent to 40 percent total system costs and
up to a maxi nrum of 10, 000, where the current
max limt is 6,000, we characterized this as
"tenporary,” as | said. W had extensive

di scussi ons with stakehol ders about how
"tenporary"” it would be and whether there would
be an autonmatic readjustnent tied to increases
in oil prices that may be expected or
anticipated to occur within the next few years.
We couldn't conme up with a proposal that we
concl uded made sense, and we were concer ned
that timng i ssues and indexi ng i ssues woul d

| ead to uni ntended consequences. So what we've
done instead is recommended that this increase
go into effect. Staff wll keep an eye on

mar ket conditions. And if it's believed to be
warranted, Staff would cone back and say, for
exanpl e, that the rebate | evel could be | owered

agai n because oil prices are higher and the
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mar ket condi ti ons have changed in favor of the
installation industry. Technically speaking,
that's not "tenporary,"” but it is our intent to
noni tor the situation, and when circunstances
warrant, if and when they do, to cone back with
a recomendati on that the rebate | evel be

| ower ed agai n.

We're al so proposing a rebate
adder of $100 per ton for additional fuel
storage capacity. And that is really a
recognition that there are greater econom es of
scale and efficiencies to be had from
installing |arger fuel storage capacity, and
that for residential custoners, that's often a
trade-of f between fl oor space in the hone
agai nst the theoretical value of the |arger
storage capacity. So, in recognition of that,
Staff proposes, as | said, a $100 per ton fuel
storage system i ncrease adder.

We're not proposing at this tinme
that residential custoners be required to
participate in the Cass | thernmal REC narket.
We heard quite a bit during our stakehol der

sessi on about sone of the conplexities and
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costs involved in thermal REC netering and that
those are issues that really need to be
addressed t hrough the 2500 rul es rather than

t hrough the rebate program As a result of
that, | think we were convinced that now i s not
the tine to require thermal REC eligibility for
residential custoners.

There's al so sort of a perennial
di scussi on about whether this program should be
limted to fuel chips -- fuel pellets, | should
say, rather than opening it to additional fuel
sources such as, in particular, processed,
dried chips. And Staff's current proposal is
that there be no change in the fuel eligibility
requi rements and that the program continue to
be limted to fuel pellets and not be opened up
to processed dried chips.

Em ssions requirenents. W are
| ooking to | ower the standard, which is nmaking
the standard nore strict. W heard from
st akehol ders that there is really no problem
with that and that that would natch the
Massachusetts standards. So that's a decrease

from .32 pounds per mllion Btu down to . 1.
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Qur understanding is that nost of the systens
that are being installed can easily neet that
| ower st andard.

And | ast, because of the
particul ar backstory of this program which
began using federal stinulus funds received
fromthe Departnent of Energy, it was actually
never approved under the RPS statute, unlike
all of the other rebate prograns that the
Comm ssi on operates using renewabl e energy
funds. So, even though now the funding for
this programis fromthe Renewabl e Energy Fund,
it was actually never approved under
362-F: 10, VIll. So we are looking to rectify
t hat and recomend that the Conm ssion take
this opportunity to formally adopt the program
and ratify it under that statute.

CHAI RMVAN HONI GBBERG  Thank you, M.
Wesner. W're going to hear fromthe nenbers
of the public wth oral coments. Also note
for the record that we will accept witten
comment s through next Friday, June 10th of
2016. So | have three people signed up to

speak.
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Before | call the first nenber

of the public, Conm ssioner Bailey has a
question for M. Wesner, or sone other menber
of the Staff.

CMSR. BAILEY: Can you explain to ne
why you would not allow dried chips or other
bi onass fuels to qualify for this progranf

MR WESNER | probably could, but
' mgoing to ask Ms. Bernstein to address that.
And | shoul d have introduced the other fol ks at
the table. | apol ogize for that.

|'mthe Staff attorney that

works with the Sustai nabl e Energy D vi sion.
Wth ne are Barbara Bernstein, Karen Cranton
and Tanya Wayl and, al so of the Sustainable
Energy Division. So I'll ask Ms. Bernstein to
addr ess that.

CVBR. BAI LEY: Thank you.

MS. BERNSTEI N. Thank you,
Conmm ssioner. W certainly have di scussed the
possi bility of bringing the processed dried
chips in particular into this program Because
the original goal of this programwas to try to

help to stinmulate the hone delivery market for
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wood pellets, and we are far from havi ng
acconplished that goal, we're still kind of
chugging slowy at that. So that's probably
our first reason for wanting to continue with
the current goal of keeping this to the wood
pellet for the wood pellet boilers. But in
addi tion, the Sustainable Energy Division has
given a nunber of grants for processed dried
chips. So we are trying to address ot her

bi omass technol ogi es t hrough ot her prograns, so
we're hopi ng we have themall covered in that
way.

CVBR. BAI LEY: Have the grants for
wood chi ps been given to residential custoners?

MS. BERNSTEIN: | don't believe so.
Let me ask the division director.

MS. CRAMION: H, |I'm Karen Cranton,
for the record. The grant programis only open
to commercial and industrial custoners. So the
answer woul d be, no, residential custoners that
want to use wood chi ps would not be eligible to
apply for or receive a grant from us.

CVMSR.  BAI LEY: Ckay. So, Ms.

Bernstein, you said that you were attenpting to
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stinulate the hone delivery of wood pellets.
Wiy is that better than the honme delivery of
wood chips? 1Is there nore benefit to the

envi ronnent from wood pell ets than wood chi ps?

| don't understand why --

MS. BERNSTEIN:. | don't necessarily
believe that there is a difference. | do know
that we have -- | think we woul d be watering

down any benefit to either industry if we
didn't focus just on the wood pellets. That's
my under st andi ng.

CMSR. BAI LEY: Because there woul d be
| ess noney avail able for the wood pellets?

MS. BERNSTEIN:. Well, we would end up

havi ng -- you know, sone delivery trucks woul d
be -- well, hold on. Let ne back up on that.
Sorry.

There's huge infrastructure cost
to setting up the delivery for wood pellets.
And the trucks at this point are still not
bei ng maxi m zed. And so if we then water it
down and allow in all other technol ogies into
this program those fol ks that have put a

signi ficant anount of investnent into those
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trucks will end up not being able to grow their
busi nesses. They'|ll just end up with ot her
conpetition that wll keep them from being able

to nake a val ue out of what they've already
start ed.

CVBR. BAILEY: Gkay. |I'mgoing to
have to think about that. Thank you.

MS. BERNSTEIN. Ckay.

CHAI RVAN HONI GBERG. Now | t hi nk
we're ready to start hearing from nenbers of
the public. As | said, |I think we have three
peopl e signed up to speak. 1'll take themin
the order in which they appear on the sheet.
And the first is Dutch Dresser from Mine
Ener gy Systens.

MR DRESSER  Thank you. M nane is
Dutch Dresser. |1'ma founding director of
Mai ne Energy Systens. W nmanufacture and
distribute pellet-fired boilers and furnaces
fromBethel, Maine. And we also are the
| argest regional distributor of |oose, bulk
pellets. And perhaps | can hel p Conm ssi oner
Bailey a bit with the question that was asked

earlier.
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One of ny roles is that of
busi ness devel opnent in places other than those
t hat we, Mai ne Energy Systems, can reach. Wen
this project began, Mai ne Energy Systens was
the sole | oose, bulk pellet distributor in
perhaps the U S. Maybe not quite that
magnani nous, but pretty close. W were the
only conpany that delivered to residences in
New Engl and. We drive, to this day, 150 mles
in one direction to deliver |oose, bulk pellets
to residents, which is not a cost-effective
proposition, but it's what needs to happen to
serve the narket.

One of ny roles i s devel opnent
of other -- of this sort of business in other
| ocations. And the inpedinent to business
devel opnent in all of these regions is always
exactly the sane: |It's the develop -- it's the
distribution of fuel. It costs a quarter of a
mllion dollars to buy a truck that does the
job right. It costs another quarter of a
mllion dollars to have a redistribution silo
system put in place. So, it's very, very

difficult for many snmall communities that woul d
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li ke to begin heating with wood pellets to
justify that sort of upfront cost with a
handful of customers. So it really does take
sonme sort of significant growh before that end
of the business is to ever break even, |et

al one be profitable. So, | applaud what New
Hanmpshire did several years ago when they
recogni zed the central nature of the

di stribution puzzle and nade it a mssion to
try and nake it work here in New Hanpshire.
And it has indeed, thank you.

' mhere nostly to appreciate
what the Staff has recommended. | was in the
technical hearing a week or two ago. | think
t hey reached what | would consider to be a good
position between sone of the recommendati ons
and the current rebate position today. For us,
rebates -- for us as distributors of pellet
appl i ances, we hope for rebates to be
encouragi ng without creating |ong-term
dependency. So, for us, there's a really
del i cate bal ance between the size of that
rebate and the attitude in the nmarketpl ace.

Clearly, help is needed right now  Fossil fuel
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prices are remarkably | ow, and our sales
nunbers look lots |ike the nunbers you're
seei ng on the back of the chart because of
that. So we'll appreciate sonme sort of
i ncrease, if that's doable.

| hope that you could al so
consider a couple of other things. R ght at
the nmonent, the market in New Hanpshire is dead
in the water. \Wen the narketpl ace gets w nd
of the fact that rebate | evels are being
reconsi dered, they stop. Nothing happens until
deci sions are reached, prograns are announced
and rebate dates are set. So, if it were
possi bl e for you to nmake any changes in the
programretroactive to the date of the
t echni cal neeting, that would bring the market
back to life again, and that would be very nuch
appreciated. Simlarly, it's very hel pful to
the industry if rebate | evel considerations are
sort of an annual event as opposed to an
epi sodi c event, so that the market can be
stable for a while, the sal espeopl e can predict
what the | evel of rebate is going to be, the

custoners understand what the rebate | evel is
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going to be and can do their business on a
schedul e that won't be a surprise to them down
the road in a few weeks. | understand the
reasoni ng behind the inability to consider
thermal RECs for residential custoners and
changes to that programright now But | would
i ke to make a plea for you to consider, when
the tine is right, a nmuch | ess denandi ng heat
measurement nethod for residential custoners.
That will -- if you could make that work, that
woul d be a long-termincentive to pellet
appl i ance and fuel custoners, as it would
anount to a fuel price reduction over tine.
And it would seemto ne that on a residential
scale it would be a very low risk. And sinply
consi dering the anount of fuel | can
denonstrate to you was blown into ny silo and |
used over the course of the year with wei gh
slips and sales slips, we all agree on sone

| evel of efficiency of these appliances. You
pick the level, | can help, and |let them
participate in the REC programin that manner

I think you' d find | ots of enthusiasm And

that would, in some nanner, effectively be a
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rebate for pellet custoners over a |longer haul.
So, ny remarks are very short.

| appreciate what you're doing. | applaud New
Hanpshire for taking a |leadership role in this,
and | look forward to your results. Thank you.

CHAI RVAN HONI GBERG.  Conmi ssi oner
Scott has a question.

CVMBR. SCOTT: Thank you, M. Dresser.
And | want to go back to probably the sane one
t hat Conmm ssioner Bail was on. You know,
really nmy question is: Wiy wood pellets to the
excl usi on of wood chips? And I'll say |
struggled with this originally when we put that
requirenent in. | don't think you were there
at the time, or M. Short. But | know
M. N ebling was there, | think, and probably
remenbers the conversation. So | understand
you need to grow the delivery systens and t hat
type of thing, but it strikes nme that what
we're currently doing is picking pellets over
wood chips, and I would imagine if | were doing
dried wood chips, | would have the sane
argunment: Well, | need to have ny delivery

systenms prinmed. So, why would we do that?
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MR, DRESSER. Well, at the risk of
having to wal k out all by nyself, |I'm not
taking a stand on that issue at all, frankly.
| believe the installed, processed dried chip
market is very small right now | w sh them
the best. | know fol ks who are doi ng the work,
and | know sone of the equipnment they're using,
and all those things are good. So | don't --
I'"mnot here to argue for just ne. That's not
nmy position.

CMSR. SCOTT: Al right. Hearing
that, would you -- Iif we were to expand to
I ncl ude wood chi ps, would that be objectionable
to you?

MR DRESSER | honestly don't know
how nmuch difference it would nmake. | don't
know how much -- | honestly don't know of
resi dential chip-burning equipnent. | know
very well that in Europe it's repeatedly tried,
and it fails each tine. And the fol ks who end
up actually using chips for residential-scale
heating in Europe are the farnmers who have the
chips and don't mnd fiddling with the

equi pnmrent. For the ordinary honmeowner, it
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hasn't taken off in Europe. So |I don't
anticipate it wll here. So, honestly, | don't
see an i ssue.

CMSR. SCOTT: Thank you.

CHAI RVAN HONI GBBERG. Al l right. CQur
next speaker is Joe Short.

MR, SHORT: Thank you. M nanme's Joe
Short. |I'm Vice-president of a not-for-profit
organi zation, the Northern Forest Center. And
our m ssion focuses on forest-based community
econonm ¢ devel opnent in the New Hanpshire North
Country and across the broader northern forests
of Mai ne, Vernont and upstate New YorKk.

We've put a strong m ssion focus

on what we call "nodern wood heat," the use of
t hese bul k-fed pellet boilers, because we see
it really as a win-win-win for communities, the
econony and the environnent in New Hanpshire
and in the broader northern forest for a nunber
of reasons, which | believe are recogni zed when
this programwas created. It noves the region
away fromits dependence on inported fuel oi

towards a | ocal renewable fuel. |1t keeps fuel

dollars in our region as opposed to exporting
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themout. |t supports our forest econony and
grows an inportant market for, in particular,
| ow grade wood from New Hanpshire's forests.
It grows new econom c opportunities, as M.
Dresser was speaking to, in the industry that
distributes, installs, services and supplies
these systens. Finally, it's
carbon-beneficial, in ternms of reducing carbon
di oxi de em ssions over tinme. So, in addition
to being a renewable, climate-friendly
technol ogy, this is a technol ogy that has, as
you can see, benefits that go far beyond those
two particular characteristics.

We are highly supportive of your
Staff's recommendati ons, all of the proposed
nmodi fications, particularly the increased
i ncentive and the notion that that m ght be
revisited periodically in the future. W would
agree with all the observations that, really,
t he doubl e whamy of |low oil costs and a warm
wi nter this past year dramatically sl owed
demand for pellets and this technol ogy. And |
woul d certainly support the notion that that is

likely a tenporary blip. If anything, pellet
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prices over time have been renmarkably stabl e,
and that in fact is one of the selling points
that we're using now for the technol ogy is that
it does bring cost stability.

As an exanpl e of the benefits of
this technol ogy and why we believe it is so
i mportant that it has received state support
and should continue, we did a project in
Berlin, New Hanpshire, a nunmber of years ago,
t he Mbdel Nei ghborhood Project, which installed
a total of 48 pellet boilers in and around
Berlin. And we tracked the fuel consunption
and use of those systens over tine. To date,
t hose 48 boilers on their own have resulted in
$1.4 mllion in cost savings to the custoners
who put themin. They resulted in $3 mllion
in total econonmic inpact to the region that's
accounting for keeping those heating costs
| ocally, and reduced carbon di oxi de em ssi ons
by 2,627 tons. Those benefits are significant.
And at this time, we really built a | ot of
monentumin this industry that has hit a
chal | engi ng bunp, and we feel that, really, to

sustain the nmonentumthat this rebate program
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really hel ped create, and as M. Dresser said,
really led this region and | ed other states to
our east and west to adopt simlar progranms to
really maintain that nonentum and retain what
it's created, that these nodifications at this
time are warranted and i nportant.

To the question of chips versus
pellets, | think particularly on the
residential scale, we simlarly have seen few
systens available. | think there's a question
of is the fuel available, dried chips currently
avai l able. So, at the residential |evel, |
woul d have to agree that practically it does
not appear to make a difference, other than to
say there's really not a lot out there. |If
you're a honeowner who wants to put in a dried
chip system you have very few options at this
tine. So, | would agree you' d probably see
[ittle interest in using it. But that's the
current state of affairs.

So, thank you again. W can't
enphasi ze enough the inportance of this program
i n New Hanpshire. Appreciate its existence. |

was not aware that it had not formally been
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ratified. So |I would strongly ask that you
take that step so that we naintain this really
key piece in sustaining what is an inportant
part of New Hanpshire's energy picture. Thank
you.

CHAI RVAN HONI GCBERG. Last person
signed up to speak is Charlie N ebling.

MR. NI EBLI NG Thank you,
Comm ssi oner Honi gberg and Conmi ssioners Scott
and Bailey. | appreciate the opportunity to
speak. [|I'mCharlie Niebling. 1'ma consultant
and partner with I nnovative Natural Resource
Solutions in Concord, New Hanpshire. |I'm
speaki ng today on behal f of New Engl and Wod
Pell et, a manufacturer of wood pellet fuel,
headquartered in Jaffrey, New Hanpshire, with
facilities in Jaffrey, two in New York State
and one in Pennsyl vani a.

| want to just say a few quick
things at the outset with respect to the inpact
that | believe the rebate programhas had in
achi eving the goals that were outlined by Staff
and ot hers and adopted ultinmately by

conmm ssioners. It's had a decidedly positive
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I mpact on the objective of incentivizing
i nvestnent in pellet fuel delivery
infrastructure. And if | nmay, Chairnan
Honi gberg, |1'd like to approach the bench. |
have a graphic to share with you that | think
puts this in -- illustrates what |I'm about to
say.

CHAI RVAN HONI GBERG: M. W esner,
hel p me out procedurally.

MR WESNER It's a public comment
hearing, so | think it's up to you whet her you

receive this as a witten comment at this tine.

CHAI RVAN HONI GBERG | ' m happy to
receive. |It's just a question of how do we
characterize it. How does it get preserved?

MR NEBLING 1'Il take it back.

CHAlI RVAN HONI GBBERG.  No, you won't.
M. Wesner, why don't you give
sone thought to that while you're sitting over
t here.
And M. N ebling, why don't you
conti nue. W have in our possession a single
sheet that you've handed us that you're going

to be using as part of your public coment.
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We'll work it out. Don't worry about it.

MR NEBLING |'mnaive to the ways
of the Conm ssion, | guess, when it conmes to
public hearings. So, | apol ogize.

CHAI RVAN HONI GBERG. M. N ebling,
hesitate to say we nake it up as we go al ong
because that's not true. But this doesn't
general ly happen. GCenerally, people give their
oral comments and then they |ater sonetimes
followup with a witten subm ssion. But it's
not to say you can't. Like | said, we'll
figure it out.

MR N EBLING Al right. Breaking
new ground here. Really, it's just a picture
of what bulk pellet distribution |ooked Iike in
2006, which was a nunber of years before the
New Hanpshire PUC instituted the rebate
program and what it |ooks |ike today across
the region. And there are a bunch of trucks in
this region that did not exist just a few years
ago. And nmany mllions of dollars of
i nvestnent that has been nade in | arge neasure
responding to the market created by the rebate

program both residential and commercial in New
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Hanmpshire's case, residential and to sone
extent commercial in the case of other states.
No question New Hanpshire's | ead begat Maine's
rebate program and New Hanpshire and Mine's
pr ogram begat Massachusetts, Vernont and
ultimately New York State's. So it's
significant. Now, these trucks are out there.
They' re operating, but | rather doubt anybody
I's maki ng any noney doing it. At best, it's a
br eak- even proposition, and at worse, probably
subsi di zed by the owners and operators of the
trucks, which is why it is so inportant to keep
the rebate program functional and hel ping to
catal yze market interest during this very
difficult tine of low, conpared to oil, propane
and natural gas, prices.

Key point: Wth respect to the
changes that are proposed, | fully support the
reconmended changes that Staff have put
forward. | support the adder that is proposed
for larger bul k storage, especially because
hopefully honeowners will be inclined to put a
bi gger tank in so they can benefit from nore

attractive fuel delivery econonm cs, which works
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for the bulk distributor as well; they'll be
doing fewer partial deliveries and nore whol e
truck deliveries. Everybody w ns when you can
t ake care of the honeowner's needs with fewer
del i veri es.

The comment that M. Dresser
made about nmaki ng any potential change that you
m ght approve retroactive, if you have the
authority to do that, | would urge you to
consi der doing that, because there's no
question that contenplation by Staff and
Conmm ssi oners under this docket of changes has
had a chilling effect on interest as everyone
waits to see what you ultimately deci de.

On the question of chips -- or
dried chips also being a qualifying fuel under
this program philosophically |I'm supportive of
that. | don't think these prograns shoul d be
prej udi ced agai nst any qualifyi ng bi omass fuel
that can be used to nmake heat efficiently and
achi eve the goals of the program It may be
sort of irrelevant with respect to this
particul ar docket because there are just no

systenms out there readily available in the
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mar ket pl ace at the residential scale that burn
chips. Pellets work because you can -- because
of their refined and fully automated nature,

t he fuel can be used at that scale. It's
really only when you get up into the conmerci al
and i ndustrial scale that chi ps becone a viable
option. And perhaps this question wll get
sone attention during the docket that opens at
2: 00.

So, | just want to thank the PUC
for its | eadership and the hard work of the
Staff over the |l ast several years in
i mpl enenting the program They have been
fantastic to work with. And | do hope that the
Commi ssioners will support their
recommendati ons. Thank you.

CHAI RVAN HONI GBERG.  Conmi ssi oner
Scott has a question.

CVBR. SCOTT: Thank you,
M. N ebling. |1'mback on the sane topic
was, which is chip versus pellet. To ny
recol l ection, you've been involved in the
devel opnent, if you will, of the pellet nmarket,

| believe, so you have a perspective |ike
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everybody else in the room perhaps of what
signals we send. So I'ma little bit
concerned, even if it's maybe a distinction
without a difference. At the end of the day,
we have a program whi ch says pellets only. Am
| correct that, if |I'm devel oping or interested
i n devel opi ng sone ot her nmarket wth, say,
dried wood chips for residential applications,
and | see that type of signal, that may deter
me, for instance, where if it was nore
fuel -neutral -- not fuel-neutral -- nore
neutral than just wood pellets, it sends a
different signal? 1Is that a fair assessnment?

MR N EBLING Yes, that is a fair
statenent. | think the market would respond if
you were to expand the scope of this program

CMSR. SCOTT: And ny other question
I's, again, know ng your background a little bit
on the em ssions requirenents, do you have a
feel for the proposed particulate natter
standards? Wuld dried wood chips be able to
meet that standard?

MR N EBLING At the residenti al

scale, wth the one nanufacturer of technol ogy
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that is available in the market at that scal e,
| don't know the answer to that. That
manuf acturer is a conpany call ed W ndhager
And, you know, the Staff or others could do
sonme research on that question. But that m ght
be an issue for chips at that scale. | don't
know.

CVBR. SCOTT: And per haps you
believe -- | tend to agree that it would be

nmore chal |l engi ng for wood chi ps than wood

pel |l ets.
MR. N EBLI NG No question.
CVBR. SCOTT: And again, given
that -- maybe this is optics -- but if sonebody

can build a better nousetrap, wouldn't we want
to be incenting that to happen?

MR. NI EBLI NG  Absol utely.

CVBR. SCOTT: Thank you. That's all
| have.

CHAI RVAN HONI GBERG. | have a
questi on about retroactivity that you and M.
Dresser both discussed. |I'mnot sure | quite
under stand what "retroactivity" would nmean in

this context, given what | think both of you
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said is that the market has been frozen while
there's been consideration of changes. It
sounds |i ke instead you're asking us to act
qui ckly so we can unfreeze the market.

"Retroactivity," to nme, inplies that we woul d
make hi gher rebates avail able to those who
acted before any action was formally taken.

So, am | m sunderstandi ng what you nean by
"retroactivity"? O do you have in m nd that
there's sone group that should receive the

hi gher benefit, having acted -- M. Dresser, if

you want to address this first, and then

M. Niebling you can.

30

MR DRESSER Well, ny sense woul d be

that those who are currently exploring the
possi bility be encouraged to do so with the
prom se that they'l|l get whatever rebate
benefit is enacted after you've acted, not
soneone who's already installed a system and
received a rebate. No, | wouldn't inmagine
t hat .
CHAI RVAN HONI GBERG. M. N ebling.
MR NEBLING | didindicate -- |I'm

not sure if you have the authority to do this.
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| guess in practical inplenentation terns, if

you filed an application after the date of the

t echni cal neeting, which was May -- | can't
remenber; it was like three weeks ago -- and
t he applicant has suspended -- or asked that

consideration of their application be suspended
pendi ng an eventual decision by the PUC on the
change in rebate |l evels, that they be able to
qualify for a change in rebate | evels, even
t hough they've already submtted an
appl i cati on.

CHAI RVAN HONI GBERG.  Under st ood.
Thank you.

Those are all the people who
signed up to speak on the residential program
I's there anyone el se here who w shes to speak
on the residential progranf

M. Henry. M. Henry, when you
have a nonent after you speak, if you could
cone and fill in the informati on on sign-up
sheet .

MR. HENRY: WII do. Can you hear
me?

CHAl RMAN HONI GCBERG. | think so.
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MR. HENRY: The little red light's
on, so | figure --

(Di scussion off the record.)

MR- HENRY: |'m Dick Henry, founding
director of Hot Zero. And | had not intended
to speak at the residential hearing, so npost of
ny comments wll be subsequent at the
commercial and industrial. But | wanted to
address Conmmi ssi oner Scott's concerns about the
consi stency on dried chips and pellets. And I
do think the previous speakers have i ndi cated
that this is a very small narket. Usually the
units that have the capability of burning dried
chi ps starts sonewhere around 150 kil owatts, or
500, 000 MvBtu. But there is a very tiny market
in this state where people are building
residential buildings in the 25,000 to
30, 000 square foot area. | think dried chips
have a chance of being viable sort of at 35, 000
square feet and up. So, because | w |l speak
in favor of dried chips inthe C& I, | think
havi ng consi stency between the residential and
the C & | programto cover dried chips,

recogni zing as the previous speakers indicated,
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there are very few residences that approach
that size, but they're not unknown in New
Hanpshire. Thank you.

CHAI RVAN HONI GBBERG. Al l right. I's
t here anyone el se who wi shes to speak on the
resi dential progranf

[ No verbal response]

CHAI RVAN HONI GBERG Al l right. So
M. Henry will put his information on this
sign-up sheet. Let's go off the record for
just a second.

(Di scussion off the record)

CHAI RVAN HONI GBERG. Back on the
record. So we had a short, off-the-record
di scussi on about M. N ebling s subm ssion, and
I think what is going to happen is M. N ebling
wll file this with a cover letter explaining
what it is. And I'll rem nd hi mand everybody
else that the witten comment deadline is a
week from today, June 10th, 2016.

So, if there's nothing el se on

this docket, we will adjourn and reconvene
shortly for the 2:00 public coment heari ng.

Thank you all.
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(Wher eupon the Public Conment

adjourned at 1:53 p.m)
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Heari ng was
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